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like a typical nine-year-old girl.

erred playing with dolls and
‘Thatkind of cross-gender play
very didn't grow out of it, and

behavior, it became obvious
-believe. “She wanted o wear a.
itgowns, go out on weekends

-, Avery began to grow angry

raversion to her male sexual anatomy.
( to a child i

wpist. The therapisthelped them

that

was
th was at odds with her biological sex.

distress over the mismatch between the
and the gender she considered hers led
ose her condition as gender dysphoria.

¢ anything about what that was” says Jackson, but

she and wsband began to read what little they could find about

the condition. decided to follow the therapist’s advice—to let

Avery live publicly as a girl. exploring her perceived gender identity

before she reached puberty. Since then, Avery and her family have
d media, ing for
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